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When is comes to fun in a
Colorado Springs. The weather was cooperative with

He al
few

showers and a little threat of hail. Overall, good temperatures

with arid conditions. The conclave was very organized and
executed by the many volunteers who stepped up and gav|
time. Thanks to all of those in our club for doing so well. W
a club successfully managed the popularity show with n
ports of any incidents, great job gang!

My favorite event had to be the gymkhana course and le
driving experience at the Pikes Peak International Racew
was great fun to have 6 to 10 Austin Healeys driving togs
on Pikes Peak oval track. What a blast!

What an adrenaline rush to have the sound of screechin
cars tires around the Gymkhana, and slamming the b
while the car swirled into motion for the next stretch, what
Can only imagine how more pleasant this could have beet
cool October day.

Other events which were quite spectacular were the Air §
Academy events, thé"4of July fireworks, the actual tour the
and photographs of the individual cars in front of the Air F
Academy chapel.

Several of the club members attempted Pikes Peak in theif

with various claims of success. One car of particular, Mike
cellio made it up and back early Friday morning without
car problems. Good driving Mike!

The Gulf Coast Healy Club brought home some accomyj
ments as a club. Our group came i @ace overall for th
Donald Healey Award. Good job gang! Plus nine awards
vidually won by the members.

(cont pg. 2)
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PRESI DENTO0OS NOTES

WINNERS

Mike and Ann Johnson™in class B3 one lite class
Eddie and Roger Lowry*in class Bugeye Sprite class
Terry and Debbie Swonké'in class 100 m class
Dick and Beverly Langer®lin class for tricarb class
Bill and Anne Elliot 2° place overall for BT7 class
Mike and Nell McPhail honorable mentioffih class 100s economy run
Mike McPhail 29 place for arts and crafts
Mike McPhail 3 place time for the Gymkhana
Ann Johnson for® place overall best photography

What a great show! Upcoming events to remember are proposed:
August 18 monthly meeting at El Tiempo at 9:00 am on Saturday
August 22% wine tasting and dinner event to be addressed at our next meeting
Corinthians Vintage Auto racing Septemb8r-91" in College Station.

Last of all, Debbie and | have come up with some great fall fun ideas. At the Saturday meeting we
sharing these ideas and setting some dates for these events. See you there for breakfast!
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VENDOR OF THE MONTH

AKUMHO AT DI SCOUNT TI REO
By Mike McPhaill

What can we go shopping for this month? How about tires? Yeah, that is one thing e
man loves to shop for! Unfortunately, finding tires for vintage English cars is getting to be a p
lem. Most of the sizes are not readily available; for instance, TR6s and XKEs came with re
cool185/8615 Mi chelin Redline tires. Those wer ¢
in a while somebody pulls up with a set still on their classic. Hmmm, very dangerous! | have I
witness to exploding antique tires on several occasions. Yeah, | am talking about you, Art Gf
and Terry Swonke! The conventional wisdom is that tires should be retired after seven year
matter how good they look. Tires made in this century have a four digit number stamped int
sidewal | after ADOTO showing when they we
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and the last two are the year. Tires from the twentieth century use a three digit scheme with the

third number being the |l ast number of the

A nice replacement size for the venerable Redlines is 28 7Which is still made by
most big name manufacturers. | have bought several sets of Kumho tires in that size for va

yeal

rious

TR250/6s with stock 5 ¥2 inch wide rims. The Kumho Solus sells for less money than the tgp of

the line items and have been more than satisfactory.

A word about tire sizes: confusing! 205 is the width of the tread in millimeters, 70 is
ratio of the width to the height, i.e., the height is 70 percent of 205mm, or143.5mm. These
called metric sizes, but the wheel di amet
wider tire that is the same circumference as the original equipment, you must choose a lowef
as the tire gets wider. Go online for tire comparison calculators, suctit@asiwvww.miata.net/
garage/tirecalcold.htmIThis site also shows the speedometer error incurred by swapping
sizes, which should be considered.

Anot her major consideration is how wid
cars had only 4 inch wide rims that were meant for really skinny tires. For instance, a TR
Healey Hundred with fortgight spoke wire wheels came with 588 bias ply tires that work out
to just 155/8615 in a radial. Rumor has it that the wheels and tires were chosen because th
what came on VW Beetles and they were che

~

on these puny rims? 0.

165/8015 tires are still being made for your TR3 or Big Healey, but only by a few mar
facturers (try Kumho or Nexen) and may soon disappear. Sixty spoke wire wheels are typicg
% inches wide and will take up to 175mm wide tire, but oops, they are not available except
specialty tire companies, and are probably made in Haiti. 18576 a perfect size for the five
inch rim, as found on 72 spoke after market chrome wire wheels for the afore mentioned
Once again, they are expensive, hard to find, and only from obscure sources-1B8/6S are
readily available for those with at least a five inch rim, and is what | am currently running on
TR3 and Big Healey. My new Michelins beat the hell out of the mediocre, but over priced Vrg
steins that they replaced.

My Bugeye had those damned four inch rims, too, and once sported -I1&K&helin
XZX tires. Once again, these were the hot
can still fit 165/8013 tires from Discount Tire on a stock Sprite wheel for way cheap (under $4(
but the real solution, is to get a set of 5 1/2 inch Widla -Lites and run 175/723 (like on a Spit-
firel). These fat little babies improve the ride tremendously!
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http://www.miata.net/garage/tirecalcold.html
http://www.miata.net/garage/tirecalcold.html

AKUMHO AT DI SCOUNT TI REO
By Mike McPhail

This new wheel approach works on most classic cars and allows the owner to get some modern tifes for

old beast. | like those English Mihite replica wheels from Moss and VB because they always fit and [c

ome

with lug nuts that work nicely with your original (somewhat short) wheel studs. There is a version fhat fits

wire wheel hubs, too.

New wheel s do wonders for an old car 6s rilde,

dented?). Jack up your pride and joy and spin

Anot her appr¥fsdadmgios tfheupehreel . You can
the wheel, which opens up a whole new world in tire sizes, while still maintaining your original cirdu
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ence. As you know, low profile tires are all the rage, which is why our old sizes are disappearing. A TR6 wit

sixteen inch mag wheels only needs a 208/65ire to approximate the original circumference of a 18340

tire. Discount Tire sells those good looking Konig Rewind mags for your TR6 real cheap. Try 15x7 Rewind

(zero offset) with 215/685 Kumhos!
A word of caution: the narrowest after market wheels are notoriously wide and rubbing is not|u

mon when fitting wide wheels and tires. Also, your buddies may be reluctant {fopfedsut the problems

they are having with their big fat $1000 mags and tires!
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The attached article was my tribute to Dave Edwards spoken at his memorial skelnaice.been thinkin
about Dave these past few days especially while at Conclave in Colorado Sphigyaugust will be ter
years since he passed away unexpectddeymeant so much to many of us in the Healey cknNen ten
years on, we still miss him.

Mike Johnson

To Dave Edwards
19371 2001

My father was an engineer. He worked in the petrochemical industry in Houston and many other locations
the world.

My father was also a Chrysler man. He appreciated the fine styling and famous engineering of Chrysler.
He had so much confidence in Chrysler he purchased only used Chryslers because he figured that any ge
who would buy a new one would have the same appreciation of design and engineering and would therefo

good care of his car making a used Chrysler a very good buy.

Folks who bought other brands of cars were not so careful. He warned my about Ford owners. When | w3
school we moved to London.

Owning a car in London was a liability. We acclimated very well to the London Underground and double d
buses.

However, one Friday evening at the dinner table, after having lived in London for about a year, my father n
that he had stopped in at the BMC auto showroom in the city near his office.

"That AustinHealey is a pretty nice looking car", he said casually. Picture a teenage boy hearing his father
Chrysler man, talking enthusiastically about a British sports car.

| don't remember my mother's reaction, but it wasn't an absolute no, because my father and | traveled back
city the next morning to the BMC dealership to have a further look.

Wow, they were beautiful! My father pointed out their fine styling and they had that famous British enginee
He poured over sales brochures He huddled in conversation with the salesman. He asked about options.
Before | knew it there were papers on the salesman's desk and my father was signing here and initialing th

| dare not utter a word for fear that anything | said at this moment would cause this entire dream scene to @
and | would wake up riding in the back seat of a Chrysler.

Two months later the car was delivered. It was red; it had every option BMC offered.

It was also an export model for the US market which meant it could stay in country for 12 months duty free
had to be shipped.

(cont next page)
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Our timing was off; the car had to leave England before we did. It was consigned to the US importer and
never saw it again.

But, my fascination with Austiiiealey was cemented forever.

Many years later when | finally did acquire my Austiealey it still had that fine styling and famous British engd
neering, but apparently it had been driven by a Ford owner.

| knew nothing of mechanical principles, or low voltage electrics, or fluid dynamics, or rotating mass, or chq
composition.

But, Dave Edwards did.

He could easily talk of all these things;
. the application of the epicyclic gear set

. the preferred electron flow in a spark plug and how to achieve the desired results in a positive ang
tive ground condition

. the distinction between ethylene glycol and methylene glycol

All of these things were new and fascinating subjects to me. Dave became my teacher and mentor. | was
student.

He gave me confidence on subjects | had known nothing about. | was never so proud as when he would &
guestions after | had successfully tackled a project on my car.

In his patient way Dave served this roll as mentor and teacher for many of us. Every one of life's lessons, 1
has its good reasons and real reasons.

It is funny how seemingly unrelated events in life are all chained together to make a whole.

While the good reason has been a quirky British sports car the real reason, and my own personal satisfact
been the close friendship Anne and | have for Dave and Bertie Edwards.

Dave, we shall miss you.
Mike Johnson

Gulf Coast Healey Club
August 13, 2001
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BARN FINDS, RALLY CARS, AND NEEDLES IN THE HAYSTACK

-BRING ASALER
o0

Abingdon Prototype: 1960 Austin
Healey X230

This 1960 Austin Healey X230 was built at the factory in Abingdon early in 1960 as a styling exer-
cise for a potential four headlamp model. After looking at the near finished product, the stylists
realized that the Healey had to be widened for it to look better with the four headlights. While do-
ing this, they realized that they could also fit a De Dion rear end and rack and pinion steering. The
new design was not selected for production and after being used for testing exercises by develop-
ment teams, it was covered and shelved until the factory closed its doors in 1971. It is available in
Itasca, lllinois for $225k.

Provided by Pete Sandy
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